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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 
Hello fellow PAC members. Our last meeting was held outdoors at Buckstop 
with 21 members present. Laura Engwicht was the winner of the 50/50 raffle.  

Update of some upcoming events. 

Tuesday September 8, 2026, Our Dinner Cruise will be going to the 
Sportsman’s Club in Wilton, leaving from the parking lot by McDonalds North at 
5:30 pm. 

Wednesday September 9, 2026, Car Show at St. Vincent’s Nursing Home, 
1021 N 26th St. Bismarck from 5:00 to 7:00 pm. It’s their 85th Anniversary and 
the Patrons asked for a car show for part of their entertainment, so come on out 
and make their day. 

Sunday September 13, 2026, Pioneer Auto Club has been asked to be the 
Featured Car Club for the El Zagals annual breakfast at Bismarck Airport. 
Attendees will meet on the west side of the airport in the North parking lot by 
the Aero Center by 7:45 AM. At 8:00 am sharp the cars will be led into a 
parking area inside the Airport Security fence for the show. Anyone coming 
after 8:00 am may not get in. Come out and enjoy a hearty breakfast. 

Sunday September 13, 2026, PAC Annual Steak Fry will be held at Tom and 
Cheri’s Hide Away starting at 5:30 pm. The cost will be $15.00 per person. You 
will need to RSVP and send your $15.00 to the Pioneer Auto Club PO Box 
3163 Bismarck, ND 58502 by September 9th. The steaks will be purchased per 
the number of RSVPs received. Please bring a dish to share with the group. 
Any questions can be directed to Jolene @ 701-391-0578. 

Sunday September 13, 2026, St. Hildegard Catholic Church will be having their 
Annual Fall Dinner serving from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm. (for those not attending 
the El Zagal show). Everyone is invited to come out to Menoken and enjoy a 
delicious meal of roast beef, homemade sausage and all the trimmings. Good 
luck to those who purchased raffle tickets and there are still tickets available for 
purchase with the drawings at 4:00 pm. 

Tuesday September 15, 2026, Plans are in the works for an adventure for our 
BLT run. We will put out an email with the details once the plans have been 
finalized. Breakfast will follow at the North Kroll’s Diner. You won’t want to miss 
this. 

December 17, 2026, has been secured for the PAC Christmas Party at the 
Tumbleweed Bar and Lounge in Lincoln. Details to follow. 
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A.​ Greetings and Welcome – Pledge of Allegiance 
B.​ New Members:  
C.​ Secretary Report – Laura Engwicht.   1st Joe LaFave 2nd Don Roloff        
D.​ Treasurers Report – Steve and Jo Ellefson. 1st Pat Fricke 2nd Kevin Schatz 
E.​ Committee Reports 

a.​ Buckstop Junction – John Des Roches let us know what's all going on.​   
F.​ Old Business 

a.​ We continue to look for car stories. Send it to Don, Laura or Kathy. Car Pics for VCS-Don will take pics if 
you would like assistance. 

b.​ America 250 Auto Show - Pat, Darrell, Dave update  Everything went well. Thank you to all who 
volunteered. 

c.​ Past Car Show Reports - Missouri Slope 35 cars, Touchmark 18 cars, Carson 120 cars - Mark, Dave 
d.​ Mobridge Cruise / Outdoor Theatre Report - Mark 9 cars went down and lots of fun. 
e.​ Dinner Cruise to Rusty’s Saloon Report - Mark   Had a good turn out, got a little wet. 
f.​ Capital Affair Car Show Report - (Classic Car Signs) - Dave, Darrell  48 cars showed up 
g.​ 50/50 Raffle Report - Dave 
h.​ Quilts of Valor Report -  Diana   Keep getting more nominations. 

G.​ New Business 
a.​ Upcoming car shows - Jolene has been busy updating the website with all that she gets told about.  

Thank you for that Jolene. 
b.​ RCA Car Show Saturday Aug 29, Puklich Chevrolet 11am to 3pm 
c.​ St. Vincent Care Center 26th St. contacted the club, they would like us to show up Wed Sept 9, 5pm to 

7pm. for the 85th Anniversary. 
d.​ El Zagel - invited the Pioneer Club to be the featured car club at their annual pancake breakfast at the 

airport on September 13th. Meet at 7:45am in the NW Parking lot for everyone to go in at once. (Also St. 
Hildegard’s Fall Dinner - for those not going to the El Zagel Car Show) 

e.​ Annual Steak Fry - Will be Sunday September 13th at Tom & Cheri Get-A-Way at 5:30pm.  $15 per steak - 
RSVP by Wed Sept 9th Send money to Pioneer Auto Club PO Box 3163 Bismarck, ND 58502. Call Jolene 
701-391-0578 if you have questions. Steve & Jolene will buy steaks per number of RSVPs. If anyone 
wants to be on the game committee contact Dave Schmitz. We also ask members to contribute a side 
dish or dessert.  

f.​ Dakota Cruisers Finale - September 18, 19, & 20 in Minot. Dave Schmitz has an agenda for it. 
g.​ Joann Copeland - Carl’s Book Collection- Dave Schmitz has a list if you want to view it. 
h.​ Christmas Party Dec 17th - Checking on the Tumbleweed for this year and thinking of just using a speaker 

for entertainment. Bring your thoughts to the next meeting. 
i.​ Election of Officers coming up on October 15th. Nomination committee, Joe LaFave & Sam Wangler. 

Contact them if you would like to run for any of the positions. 
j.​ Dinner Cruise –Tuesday Sept 8th 5:30pm at North McDonalds going to Sportsman Club in Wilton.  

H.​ Breakfast Lunch Together (BLT) – Sept 15th 9am at Buckstop.  There will be an Adventure to go on. Will meet at 
Kroll’s North afterwards. 

I.​ Next Meeting – Sept 17th 7pm Buckstop Junction 
J.​ Other  Laura Engwicht won 50/50 drawing 
K.​ Adjourn 8:02pm 
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MINUTES - August 20, 2026 



 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 
 

DINNER CRUISE NIGHT - Second Tuesday each month 
Our next dinner cruise will be Tuesday, September 8, 2026 heading to the Sportsman’s Club in 
Wilton, leaving from the parking lot by McDonalds North at 5:30 pm. 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 
PAC BLT (Breakfast Lunch Together) - Third Tuesday each month 
We continue to invite members to the Breakfast and Dinner cruises. The next BLT will be Tuesday, 
September 15, 2026. Plans are still underway for this event, stay tuned to your email.  Breakfast will 
follow at the north Kroll’s Diner. 

—-----------------------------------------------------------------
PAC MEETING- Third Thursday each month 
The next Pioneer Auto Club meeting will be at Buckstop Junction – Thursday, September 17, 2026, at 
7:00 pm. Don’t forget to bring a chair! 
 

PIONEER AUTO CLUB WEBSITE!! 

 Pioneer Auto Club www.poneercarclub.com.   Check out the Newsletters, Pictures, Car Stories and 

Events! Reminder that we continually look for you to show off your car using the Virtual Car Show. You can 

find the VCS on our website. Keep taking a few great pics of your car this summer and send them to me. We 

will take a pic of you and your vehicle if needed! 
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Member Birthdays 
Austin Engwicht 

Justin Helseth 

Larry Larson 

Wayne Martineson 

Mike Motl 

Kevin Schatz 

Doug Schmidt 

Al Wald 

Spouse Birthdays 
Betty Baepple 

Cindy DeGree 

Donna Eichele 

Skyler Helseth 

Kasi Jacobsen 

Justene Kulseth 

Karri Motl 

Susan Peterson 

Jan Pickar 

Kay Schmidt 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 
John/Betty Baepple 
Lynn/Debbie Best 
Steve/Jolene Ellefson 
Dennis/Veronica Erhardt 
Larry/Betty Falkenstein 
Bob/Marlene Fleck 
Larry/Rita Klemin 
Doug/Kay Schmidt 
Dave/Linda Schmitz 

PAC NEWS  

https://www.facebook.com/pioneercarclub/
http://www.pioneercarclub.com
http://www.poneercarclub.com


 

PAC NEWS - articles shared from Quilts of Valor FB page 

 
The Quilts of Valor mission is to cover service members & veterans touched by war with comforting and healing Quilts of 
Valor. On August 5th, two PAC members were honored; Ron Pickar and Darrell Emmil. 

 
Honored to wrap Ron in his quilt were his wife Jan and daughter Ashley. Ron enlisted in the U. S. Air Force and served for 
six years from March 1973 to March 1977 and two years in the Army Reserves ending in March 1979.  He served during 
the Vietnam War era.  His basic training was at Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas.  His primary duty location 
was Offutt Air Force Base, Nebraska.  He also served at Ellison AFB Fairbanks, Alaska; Mildenhall AFB, England; Kadena 
AFB, Okinawa, Japan; Hickam AFB, Hawaii and Laken Heath AFB, England. 
Ron’s primary duty was a Voice Processing Specialist, and his rank was Sergeant E-4. Ron was awarded the Air medal for 
his service above and beyond.  Ron was presented with the State of North Dakota Welcome Home Coin.  He is a member 
of the American Legion. Ron said Offutt Air Force Base was his home base.  He was qualified to be an Airborne Voice 
Processing Specialist Lindquist (Russian) and flew many places for the military.  This position is a highly specialized one 
who intercept and translate real time Russian voice communications to provide critical threat warnings and combat 
support. 
Ron shared when he was on call, he had to go!  There was one occasion his dad had to take him to the base, and he was 
able to watch him get on his plane for his next detail.  He pointed out that one of the veterans in attendance was a Navy 
sailor who served in submarines patrolling below the water while Ron was flying above him serving in the skies.  
Ron is proud of his service and would do it all again.  He thanked Diana Roloff for the nomination and for making the 
special quilt. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Honored to wrap Darrell E. in his Quilt of Valor were his sisters: Deb and Denise, his niece Valerie, and his great niece 
Adison. His quilt was also made for him by Diana Roloff and her husband Don who assisted in selecting the colors of the 
quilt. Darrell is a Vietnam War era veteran.  He enlisted and served in the U. S. Navy for 4 years from February 1969 to 
February 1973. He did his boot camp at San Diego, California.   Darrell’s primary duty locations were Sidi Yahia, Morocco, 
North Africa, and Japan.  He served on a destroyer DDG7, the Henry B Wilson, for two months.   He also spent time on 
three different submarines in the North Pacific Ocean with one of those the USS Tautog SSN639. Darrell’s primary duty 
was Intercept Operator, and he had top secret security clearance.  His rank and at the time of his honorable discharge was 
Petty Officer 2nd Class. He is a member of the American Legion and Vietnam Veterans of America.  Darrell was presented 
the State of North Dakota Welcome Home Coin. 
Memories shared by Darrell: “My whole time in the service was an adventure for a kid from the Badlands of North Dakota.  
From being granted a top-secret security clearance and learning some of the nation’s most guarded secrets to traveling 
around the world. From living in Sidi Yahia, Morocco, North Africa and traveling in Africa and Europe to living at Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii and living at Misawa, Japan and visiting my favorite city of Tokyo. My job was monitoring Russian naval 
communications from land and sea.  I was on a destroyer DDG7 the Henry B Wilson for 2 months in the North Pacific 
playing cat and mouse with the Russian Navy.  I also spent time on three different submarines in the North Pacific Ocean 
with the longest time submerged being 82 days. One of these submarines, the USS Tautog SSN639 received notorious 
mention in the book, “Blind Man’s Bluff, the use of Submarines During the Cold War,” when it had an underwater crash with 
a Russian missile submarine, the only time of my service when I was scared.” Darrell said one of his duty stations was 
Morocco where they had a secret base.  A surprise for him was the vehicles on the road were donkeys and carts.  Darrell 
also thanked all of his fellow veterans for their service.   
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PAC NEWS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE  
December 17, 2026, has been 

secured for the PAC Christmas Party 
at the Tumbleweed Bar and Lounge 

in Lincoln. Details to follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

STEAK FRY 
The annual steak Fry will be held Sunday, September 13th at Tom & Cheri Freidt’s Get-A-Way, 1372 14 
Street SE, Mandan, starting at 5:30 pm.  $15 per steak - RSVP by Wednesday, September 9th.  Please 

send money to Pioneer Auto Club, PO Box 3163 Bismarck, ND 58502. Call Jolene Ellefson at 
701-391-0578 if you have questions. Steve & Jolene will buy steaks per number of RSVPs. If anyone 

would like to be on the game committee contact Dave Schmitz. We also ask members to contribute a 
side dish or dessert.  
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PAC T-SHIRTS 
We have a few transfers left from our initial 
order of PAC t-shirts.  If anyone would like to 
order a t-shirt, the cost is $20. The color of 
the shirt is Royal Heather.  Also, I have had 
a request for long sleeve shirts (cost TBD).  
If you would like to order, please get in touch 
with Kathy Setterlund - 701-391-1570. 
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PAC NEWS 

Several PAC members participated at the Rods & Rocks Car Show in Carson ND on Saturday, August 15th. Mark and 
Laura Engwicht took 1st place in the Best of 60’s category with their 1967 Pontiac Firebird and Duane Jangula took 1st 
place in the Pickup category with his 1958 Chevy Apache. Congratulations to all who attended the car show!! 

 

 

 

 

Whenever Mark Engwicht suggests a road trip, many of us can’t help but say “YES”! On Saturday, August 8th, nine 
vehicles and their owners set off from Bismarck. Our adventure began with a quick stop at Beaver Creek Campground 
to stretch our legs. Afterward, we enjoyed lunch at Oahe Sunset Steak House in Pollock before checking into our rooms 
at the Grand River Casino in Mobridge. We had dinner at the casino, followed by a drive around Mobridge to see some 
historical sites, and then finished the night at an outdoor drive-in. The featured film was The Odyssey—a three-hour 
movie—but thanks to plenty of popcorn and drinks, we stayed entertained throughout! A big thank you to Mark and 
Laura for putting together such an enjoyable outing! 

 

Turn on the Cruise! By Don Roloff 
So, it appears that I am having a bit of difficulty operating our 2024 Mustang within the posted speed limit! 

This is my story based on the features of the Mustang. I was on Burleigh Avenue west of South Washington which is the intersection with the Round 
About. That section of road is posted at 40 mph and beyond the Round About it changes to thirty-five mph. The thing I noticed is that the car does 
NOT reduce its speed accordingly. It does corner very well!  Therefore, as I exited the Round About at forty mph, I was immediately speeding because 
the speed limit had been reduced to thirty-five mph. 

The other thing I have discovered, when you are driving the speed limit the car has a feature called “creep”.  The speedometer will gradually increase 
on its own, also contributing to speeding. This feature you will not notice until it is pointed out to you by a patrol officer. Now when I bought this car 
none of these interesting features were shown to me by the sales staff. No instruction whatsoever. I was merely learning by doing! 

As I was exiting the Round About, Burleigh County Sheriff departments finest noticed the creep feature had kicked in and he pulled me over to inform 
me of the creep which translated into a speeding ticket. He was very professional and gave me some guidance when driving in the county. Just 
engage the cruise control to avoid any further creep issues. I paid the ticket and took to heart the officer’s recommendation and am using the cruise 
control on the Burleigh roadways resulting in no additional speeding tickets. It works. 

If you have purchased a newer car pay attention to the creep feature to avoid being noticed by Burleigh County’s finest, especially if you happen to 
crack a cold one. Happy motoring! 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club Season 
Finale 2026 
Sept. 18th - 20th, 2026 
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CAR SHOWS/EVENTS Check out Car Show Calendar North Dakota FB page for up to date car show  events 
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Benco Equipment 

 
        100 E. Broadway Ave, Bismarck, ND 58501 
Office: 701.221.4217 ext. 5 . Fax: 701.250.5136  

 

 

 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In February of 1990, Diane Cottingham took it upon 
herself to start a business that provides personal, 
one-on-one help with one of the most important decisions 
of some people’s lives, finding an insurance policy that fits 
their individual needs. Cottingham Insurance Agency 
quickly grew by gaining a reputation for client satisfaction 
and a devotion to making transitional moves as easy as 
possible. Now a fully staffed agency with offices located in 
Bismarck and Underwood, Cottingham Insurance remains 
family owned and is dedicated to finding clients the right 
policy for their specific needs.” 
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New Members!! 
 

 
 

●​ John & Michelle Howe - 
‘16 Ford Model T & ‘70 Chevy C10 

●​ Daryl & Diane Gronfur - ‘48 Pontiac 
Torpedo Back & ‘48 Chevy Pickup  

●​ Gene & Denise Jordan - ‘49 Chevy 
Deluxe 
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Upcoming car shows & events For a complete list of events, visit www.pioneercarclub.com 
 
Upcoming events 
Sept 1 - It’s a Drag, Main St. Bismarck Cruise Night 5 pm 
Sept 2  - Scotty’s Drive In Classic Vehicle Night (every Wed.) 5-9 pm 
Sept 8 -  Dinner cruise - Sportsman Bar & Grill in Wilton 
Sept 9 -  St. Vincents Care Center Car Show 
Sept 12 - Dakota Kustomz Car & Bike Show 
Sept 13 - Canines & Cats Car Show 
Sept 13 - Bismarck Airport Breakfast & Car Show 
Sept 13 - Annual PAC Steak Fry 
Sept 15 - BLT Breakfast Lunch Together. Meet at Buckstop Junction - leave at 9:00am  
Sept 17 - PAC Monthly Meeting 7:00 pm 
Sept 18-20 - Dakota Cruiser Finale Car Show 
Sept 22 - Liberty Heights Car Show-Mandan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Like our PIONEER AUTO CLUB  Facebook Page! 
Check out Car Show Calendar North Dakota | Facebook for up to date car shows and cruise events 
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