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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Thanks to Don and Diana for hosting our January meeting, and to all those who
attended.

As we move into February with the up and down temperature swings, it’s still time to
start getting those classics buffed and ready for all the car shows and adventures that
are just around the corner.

We had some updates on the America 250 Auto Show at the Capital on July 3rd, 2026.
We will be asking for volunteers from the Pioneer Auto Club to help with different
aspects of the event to make this show a success. More to follow as this event gets
closer (see flyer in this newsletter).

During the meeting our President Dave stated he was creating a new position called
“Activities Director” to our PAC leadership roles, and he appointed Mark Engwicht to fill
this position. Mark accepted and the club members approved of the new appointment.
This is something that Mark has been doing for a long time, and we want him to know
we appreciate all that he does for the good of the club.

Dave and Linda proposed an idea to gain some club participation and possibly put
some money into some lucky members’ pockets. The idea was discussed and
approved to have any willing members present at the monthly meetings to be part of a
50/50 drawing. The objective is that participating members would pay $1.00 to get their
name into a pot for a drawing at each meeting, with one entry per meeting. The pot will
be 50% paid to the lucky members, and 50% retained and recorded by the club each
month until the Christmas Party. The names of all participating members will be added
to the pot each month until the Christmas Party, so the more meetings you attend the
more times your name will be added to the pot for the final drawings. It was discussed
and approved by the members present to have a donation of up to $200 added to the
monthly meeting pot by the PAC club for the final drawings. There will be one final
chance to get your name in the pot when you sign in at the Christmas Party. You do not
have to be present to win any of the final cash drawings, but you do have to attend
meetings or the Christmas party and sign in and pay a $1.00 fee to get your name in
the pot.

There were 20 members who participated in the January 50/50 drawing and Jan Pickar
was our first lucky member.

Thanks to all the members and advertisers who have paid for the 2026 season, and a
reminder to those who have yet to sign up to be eligible to receive the newsletter.

Thanks to all and | look forward to seeing you at the Valentines supper at Jack’s Steak

House on February 19, 2026, starting at 5:30 pm. Thanks to Mark, our new Activities
Director, Roses will be available for all the women who attend.
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MINUTES - January 15, 2026

Greetings and Welcome 7:00pm

1. Secretary Report - Laura Engwicht As printed in the newsletter 1st
Pat Fricke & 2nd Don Roloff accepted
2. Treasurer's Report - Steve Ellefson read by Dave Schmitz 1st Pat
Fricke & 2nd Ron Pickar
E— 3. Committee Reports
a. Buckstop Junction - Wayne & John Buckstop is trying to do some updates. Not much
else happening.

4. Old Business
a. Who has a car story? Could use one for the newsletter, send to Don, Laura, or Kathy.
b. Virtual Car Show - find the perfect site this summer to take a pic of your classic car to be
added to the VCS.
c. Christmas Party discussion - ideas for 2026 All went well & lots of fun.

5. New Business
a. Valentine's Supper - Jack’s Steakhouse Bismarck February 19, 5:30pm social hour
b. America 250 Car Show Update - Pat, Darrell, Dave, Wayne, Joe
Actual car show 4pm to 8pm
c. Dinner Cruise - Begin in March 10th going to Rock n 50’s Bismarck
d. Dave and Linda came up with the idea of put a $1 and name in pot and do a 50/50
drawing. The remainder will get drawn at the Christmas Party.
Greg Dockter made a motion to put $200 in with the 50/50 for prize at the Christmas
party. Pat Fricke 2nd and pass
6. Dinner Cruise March 10th Rock n 50s, Bismarck. Meet at 5:30pm at Arby's North.
7. BLT - March 17th at Fried’s Restaurant in Mandan. Meet at Buckstop Junction at 9:00am.

8. Next Meeting March 19th will be at Wayne Martinson shop 1801 Channel Drive Bismarck Unit
9. Meeting Adjourn 8:22pm

Featured attractions:

0
* Car Club Featured area
*Classic, Muscle, Modern, and Exotic Autos
* Historic Fire, Police & Military vehicles on display

Celebrating America’s Semiquincentennial *Live Music including the NDARNG

NORTH DAKOTA

04 Friday July 3+ 2026 4SgESe
@ dpmto 8pm 2\

ND $tate Capitol Grounds, Bismarck
s e v e o CoEBER] 1 e € A 280 Ao S 10

* Food Vendors
*All registered cars receive a commemorative dash plaque

Event Sponsors

COMMUNITY
BANK & TRUST
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Member Birthdays Spouse Birthdays Anniversaries
Craig DeGree LaDonna Bowerman Greg/Jackie Dockter
Micheal Farley Mary Haas Josh/Brittany Lindenberg
Tom Freidt Cindy Kleemann John/Linda Ohlsen

Gary/June Preszler

Harley Kleemann Juliann Orman
Rollin Mehlfoff
Jeremy Rudnick
Arlon Voge

PAC NEWS

DINNER CRUISE NIGHT - Second Tuesday each month
Our dinner cruise will resume on March 10th to Rock ‘n 50s, Bismarck. Meet at 5:30pm at Arby's
North.

PAC BLT (Breakfast Lunch Together) - Third Tuesday each month

We continue to invite members to the Breakfast and Dinner cruises. Next BLT will resume March 17th
at Fried’s Restaurant in Mandan. Meet at Buckstop Junction at 9:00am to drive over as a group.

PAC MEETING- Third Thursday each month

The next Pioneer Auto Club meeting will be held Thursday, March 19th at Wayne Martinson’s shop.
The address is 1801 Channel Drive Bismarck Unit 4. There will not be a formal PAC Meeting in
February due to the Valentine’s Day Party at Jack’s Steakhouse February 19th with social to start at
5:30 p.m.

PIONEER AUTO CLUB WEBSITE!!

n Pioneer Auto Club_www.poneercarclub.com. Check out the Newsletters, Pictures, Car Stories and
Events!

Reminder that we continually look for you to show off your car using the Virtual Car Show. You can find the
VCS on our website. Keep taking a few great pics of your car this summer and send them to me. We will take
a pic of you and your vehicle if needed!
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CAR STORY - My First Car by Michael Horan

When my older sister needed a car to use for college, the folks purchased a rather dilapidated 1952 Chevrolet
Deluxe, 4 door sedan. She used it primarily to go between home (central MN) and Mankato State College,
Mankato, MN. Once in Mankato, she used it to get between the two campus locations, which were “connected”
by a very steep and winding street. As | remember, her brakes failed going down that steep hill one day, was
scared to death, and did not want anything more to do with that car. | do not remember the details of how the
car got back to our farm, but it basically sat there, once parked.

| had already started college at the time, and so when | returned home for the summer months and started a
job in the adjoining town, my folks told me | might just as well take the old Chevy and use it to go to and from
my summer job.

Because the car bounced like a bronco and trying to keep it going down the road in a controlled manner was a
real challenge, | crawled under it and found that the front shocks had pulled through the bottom mounts. After
checking to be sure the shocks actually had some usable life, | pulled them down and by using some large,
heavy duty washers, | re-anchored them. The top anchors were fine. So the ride and control were greatly
improved!

Because the rocker panels were very badly rusted, virtually non-existent (remember, | grew up in Minnesota), |
went out to our machine shed and pulled together some rough 1” x 6” boards to make a trough. Once the
trough was done, | filled it with used motor oil and placed some rough cut 2” x 4”s into that oil to soak.

Then | stopped by a local junk yard and found some chrome rocker panel trim pieces off an early 50’s Chrysler
or DeSoto that turned out to be about 3.5 or 4 inches wide and pretty darned close to the length of the Chevy
rocker panels.

So with the Chrysler or DeSoto pieces in hand, | went home and pulled the soaked boards out of the oil. | let
them drip for a couple of days and then, using some stainless steel stove bolts and washers, | attached the
boards to the underside of what was left of the very rusted rocker panels. Once properly attached, | drilled
some holes through the acquired trim pieces and attached them to those oil soaked boards using stainless
steel wood screws. So, all of a sudden, | went from a really rusty car that one might be embarrassed to drive or
be seen in, to something much better (still not a show car...it was still an old '52 Chevy 4 door sedan).

| drove that car until, because of major injuries from an auto accident, | was no longer able to drive a car with a
clutch. It was sold at my parent’s auction sale several years later, but it caused a lot of chuckles and comments
because of the way the shocks and the rust problems were handled.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!

Morgan Harvey, Mandan

Hey new (and current) members ... We would love to hear about your
first car, your favorite classic car or an interesting car story!! Please
consider submitting your story for our next newsletter!

Page 4 PIONEER AUTO CLUB



ADVERTISERS

Jim Letzring
Owner/Operator

blitzkriegblasting@gmail.com
701-400-2258

423 Mclean Ave, Wilton, ND 58579
blitzkriegblasting.com

&

BLITZKRIEG BLASTING, LLC

VETERAN OWNED

oo StateFarm

Morgan L Hayden

Agent

101 Slate Drive Suite 3

Bismarck, ND 58503-6171

Bus 701-222-0404

morgan.hayden fc4p@statefarm.com
www.morganhaydeninsurance.com

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral

701.751.7777
701.202.0124

THE SIGN & STICKER LADY
//CO-FOUNDER

www.bismarcksignco.com

alex@bismarcksignco.com

m Preferred Wrap Installer

Country Auto Clinic

“Computer Scanning & Diagnostics”
Domestic & Foreign Cars & Light Trucks
Complete Auto Repair - Gas & Diesel
ASE CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS

Hours:
Monday-Friday
7:30a.m.-5:30 p.m.

1827 Lovett Avenue
Bismarck, North Dakota 58504

701-258-8800
1-888-950-8800

I INDUSTRIAL /
ENTERPRISES INC.
GEMNERAL CONTRACTORS 4%

BISMARCK, ND 701-258-1652

General Contractors
1238 Basin Ave - Bismarck ND 58504
Call (701) 258-1652 - Fax 701.223.7073

CORY LOUSER

_
ISTA R cory@indent.us

Cell (701-426-8955

AUTHORIZID BUILDOR

i 1223 Confnentel Ave,Uni
4 Bismarck, ND 58504

| Shect Metal Spenames § Phore: T01-258035
' ==l § Fax 701-258-0436

Custom Cutting, Fabrication, and Design

Email: sms@smsnd.com n

Web: www.sheetmetalspecialtiesnd.com

DaWise-Perry

Funeral Services

701-663-3239
dawiseperry.com
“Simple services, celebrating
a life simply lived.”

Underground Utility Directional Boring
Trenching HighwayseStreets
ElectriceTVeGasePhone Parking LotseDriveways

FISCHER

Underground & Electrical
Contracting

Office 701-222-3214
Cell 701-391-6085
Fax  701-222-4372

Blaine Doppler
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Benco Equipment

WA\C}) ust Life

Dr. Joel Roloff, D.C.

Phone: 701-255-5000
: Fax: 701-255-5001 2000 N. 19th St.
100 E. Broadway Ave, Bismarck, ND 58501 www.adjustlife.com Bismarck, ND 58501

Office: 701.221.4217 ext. 5. Fax: 701.250.5136

BISMARCK | LINCOLN | MANDAN

BISMARCK UNDERWOOD
701.323.9419 | 701.442.3473

COMMUNITY cottinghaminsurance.com
BAN K & TRUST In February of 1990, Diane Cottingham took it upon

(D) herself to start a business that provides personal,

PO one-on-one help with one of the most important decisions

of some people’s lives, finding an insurance policy that fits

their individual needs. Cottingham Insurance Agency

quickly grew by gaining a reputation for client satisfaction

c o »1 M U N I TY and a devotion to making transitional moves as easy as
47« possible. Now a fully staffed agency with offices located in

Bismarck and Underwood, Cottingham Insurance remains

K family owned and is dedicated to finding clients the right
policy for their specific needs.”
. COTTINGHAM

dakotacommunitybank.com

Over 65 Years
Combined Experience!

Finishes
» CHROME
= NICKEL
* BRASS
:E&Pgeofo A I Paul & Beckie . .
G:faham Tom & Cherie Freidt, Owners

We Plate On The Strip - Mandan, ND 58554
» ALUMINUM Jth Sanderson .
« STEEL o Phone: 701-663-0050 o l-.—"Iln
+ POT METAL 2531 Dodge Avenue Fax: 701-663-0182 —

STEEL b Res: 701-663-1451 Eo

bt g Toll Free: 1-888-200-7377
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| John Kluzak
:'LI:_I Chwner
E 1705 43rd Ave SE
5 i | Off Memorial Hwy
; i \/ Mandan, ND 58554
'“z Phone: T01-663-8857
-
=)
ﬁ
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Petals

Bismarck, NO 58501
701-751-7655
----- i

——
C&R Radiator

) AUTO/TRUCK /FARM / INDUSTRIAL

Brian Honcharenko
Owner

701-223-0585 | 888-519-7237

2112 E. Sweet Ave, brian@crradiator.com
Bismarck, ND 58504 www.crradiator.com

NO RADIATOR TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL,

WE WORK ON “EM ALL!

“An Equal Opportunity Paving & Resurfacing * Site Development

For All Types Of Asphalt And Concrete

Employer” * Highways * Streets * Parking Lots * Sand
& Gravel Aggregate And Fill Materials

NORTHER

Bismarck Office Fargo Office Dickinson Office
(701)223-6695 (701)277-1225 (701)225-5197
www.nicnd.com

“QUALITY CONSTRUCTION SINCE 1935"

i{.mnaznsuusn—q@nm

For the shine of vour ride'

Ph/Fax: 701-751-2302 Cell: 701-320-6454
100 East Thayer Bismarck, ND 58501
Josh Lindberg

Hugh Melintyre

Managar

201 EAST MAIN
Bismarck, ND 58501
ib4530@ mideonetwork.com

TnZ212400

Trom Fadismartn v’ il perminsio, 0l Gunck” B0, Bovmin snab Pl of Jii ' g B, AT

Page 7

PIONEER AUTO CLUB



20685 AN “olewslg
€91€ X0g Od
19j9|IsmaN Ovd

U pcom | ng car shows & events rora complete list of events, visit www.pioneercarclub.com

Upcoming events

Feb 19th Valentine Supper

March 10th Dinner Cruise Rock n 50’s
March 17th BLT Fried’s Mandan
March 19th Wayne’s Shop

gLikeuson | Like our PIONEER AUTO CLUB Facebook Page!
Check out Car Show Calendar North Dakota Facebook page for up to date car shows and cruise
events
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