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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

A number of us had the opportunity to head south. I am told the term is

“snowbirds'' for those who head south. Well, we snowbirded to Gilbert, Arizona.

The trip was fraught with Colorado Lows. All that means is that we kept running

into snow storms before we got there. Same thing coming home.

The great thing about the Phoenix area is that there

are a whole lot of ND car people all over the metro.

One of the best days of our trip was a get-together

with Schmitz, Ellefsons, Frickes, Setterlunds, Diana

and me. We had a full day planned with two car

museums, brews and eats.

We started the day by going to the Martin Auto

Museum. They had about 160 great cars including the Transformer Bumble Bee.

Kathy tried to sneak away in a roadster andDiana tried to fly away in a peddle

plane! We ended the day at Steak and Stone for a unique

dining experience. Servers brought 1500-degree rocks to

the table where we cooked the steak to our liking.

Of course, Barrett Jackson was a go-to-auction event. The

exhibits included concept and new electric cars. The new

electric designs are fantastic. The price tags OUTLANDISH!

We looked at nearly all the entries, then went inside to

experience the auction. I did discover that it is not wise to

give Diana an auction paddle. She liked all the cars going

over that stage.

The time disappeared between car museums, car

shows, visiting with family and friends and hiking

the Hieroglyphic Canyon. The take away from the

AZ trip is that when you get together with car

people, you have a great time!

Quote: Common sense is not a gift.  It’s

punishment because you must deal with

everyone else who doesn’t have it.
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MINUTES - February 16, 2023

1. We had a nice Valentine's supper at Jack’s Steakhouse.

2. BLT Breakfast Lunch Together
a. Try to start in April again

3. Dinner Cruise
a. We will be meeting at North Arby’s at 5:30pm and cruising out to

the Tumbleweed Bar & Grill in Lincoln. We will be in the backroom.

MARCH PAC MEETING
March 16th, 2023 meeting 7pm will be at the
Bismarck Amvets in the basement. They will be
serving supper if you want to show up between
5:30 and 6. It is Chicken and 4 Ribs with a side
for $13. Please RSVP by March 10th to
lengwicht@yahoo.com if you think you might be
there to eat. They just want a little bit of a head
count of how many will be eating. Thank you!

Photo to the right: Sam Wangler recently
presented Linda and Dave Schmitz the MEMBER
OF THE YEAR award.

-------------------------------------------------------------------
PIONEER AUTO CLUB MERCH FOR SALE

We have Pioneer Auto Club merchandise for sale.  If interested contact Jolene or Steve Ellefson.

Can Coolers - 2/$5.00

Car Magnet - $10.00

PAC Magnet - $5.00

Anniversary coin - $5.00

-------------------------------------------------------------------
Reminder:  If you have not already done so, please pay your 2023 dues no later than March 1,

2023 in order to receive emails and newsletters.  Mail a check to Pioneer Auto Club, PO Box

3163, Bismarck, ND 58502.
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Member Birthdays
Landon Anhorn

Todd Erickson

ElRay Fercho

Blaine Hellman

Larry Klemin

Kelly Klemisch

David Krein

Cory Louser

Vern Miller

John Ohlsen

Don Roloff

Charles Rothberg

Jake Schmidt

Bill Winterberg

Spouse Birthdays
Carol Brandner

Joann Copeland

Pam Des Roches

Jackie Dockter

Laura Engwicht

Veronica Erhardt

Betty Falkenstein

Jennifer Farley

Mary Jo Hellman

Pat Lieske

Barb Mehlfoff

Patty Owens

Anniversaries
Steve/Becky Thilmony

PAC NEWS

DINNER CRUISE NIGHT - Second Tuesday each month
Our dinner cruise will resume March 14, 2023. We leave promptly at 5:30 p.m. from the north Arby’s parking

lot and cruise out to the Tumbleweed Bar & Grill in Lincoln. We will be in the backroom.

—-----------------------------------------------------------------
PAC BLT (Breakfast Lunch Together) - Third Tuesday each month
The next breakfast run will resume in April 2023 with a destination restaurant to be determined.  Drive your

Model A, T, or any other car.   Come join the breakfast and coffee party.  Add it to your summer fun calendar.

—-----------------------------------------------------------------
PAC MEETING- Third Thursday each month

March 16th, 2023 meeting 7pm at the Bismarck Amvets. They will be serving Chicken and 4 Ribs with a side for
$13 if you want to show up between 5:30 and 6 for a meal. Please RSVP by March 10th to
lengwicht@yahoo.com if you think you might be there to eat so we can give them a head count.

-------------------------------------------------------------------
UPDATED PIONEER AUTO CLUB WEBSITE!!

It’s here!! Our website has a whole new look and it looks fabulous!!  Kari Zimmerman and
Jolene Ellefson have worked very hard to get the website up and running so go take a peek at
www.pioneerautoclub.com.  Check out the Newsletters, Pictures, Car Stories and Events! A
NEW Route 66 section has been added under the Gallery link.  Submit any Route 66 photos
to Jolene if you would like them added!
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In Honour of St Patrick’s Day: A History of Irish Cars
https://www.holtsauto.com/holts/news/in-homage-to-st-patricks-day-a-history-of-irish-cars/

While most St Paddy’s Day blog posts go on and on about Guinness, leprechauns and rolling
emerald hills, here at Holts, we aren’t ones to adhere to stereotypes. So in homage to St
Patrick’s Day, we promise to ignore the Irish’s partiality to a good knees up, and instead focus
on their most underappreciated export — the car.

It may not be their most prolific export (that would be, ahem, Guinness), but the motor car has
a long history on the Emerald Isle. In 1917, Henry Ford, whose father was an Irish immigrant,
opened a factory in County Cork in which thousands of Fords were produced — including the
Prefect, Escort, Cortina and Sierra. Sadly the factory closed in 1984, though Henry Ford & Sons
still operates in the county as a sales enterprise for Ford Motor.

Ford isn’t the only major manufacturer with links to Ireland.
In 1950, Volkswagen commissioned thousands of Beetles to
be manufactured on the island, marking the first time a VW
was built outside Germany. The Beetles were assembled at
the Ballsbridge plant in Dublin, where a VW dealership
remains to this day.

And it doesn’t stop there. From the Heinkel Kabine to the
Hillman Hunter, Renault 4 to the TMC Costin, loads of cars

have been built on the Emerald Isle over the last century. But what about the country’s most
famous motoring exports? The cars that sum up all that’s good about their home country, like
the Italian Ferrari and the French Peugeot. Does Ireland have any cars to compete with the
prancing pony?

In fact, Ireland has two cars that have come to epitomize Irish engineering: the magnificent
DeLorean DMC-12 and the not-so brilliant (but incredibly named) Shamrock. Here’s a brief look
at these two pillars of the Irish motoring industry.
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In Honour of St Patrick’s Day: A History of Irish Cars (cont.)

DeLorean DMC-12

Famous for transporting Marty and Doc Back to the
Future in 1985, the DeLorean DMC-12 is a magnificent
feat of modern engineering. Though the Irish can’t
claim to have designed the original DeLorean (that fell
to Italian designer Giorgetto Guigiaro), they did build it
— 9,000 of them to be exact. Assembly was carried out
between 1981 and 1983 at the Dunmurry plant in
Belfast, with most DeLoreans later transported across
the Atlantic for the US market.

With its gull wings doors and stainless steel body, the DMC-12 was striking and futuristic,
lending itself perfectly to the Back to the Future franchise. In total, six special edition
DeLoreans were built for the cult film, a fact which helped the DMC-12 gain its iconic status.

The Shamrock

Unfortunately it’s hard to be as positive about
Ireland’s other major car export, the Shamrock.
Produced in County Monaghan for a brief time in
the ‘50s, the Shamrock was the brainchild of
American mogul, James F. Conway, who strove to
build a big, luxury car to penetrate the flourishing
US market.

Like American cars of the age the Shamrock was
massive, with huge overhangs that made it look

more like a parade float than a roadworthy car. From the moment it rolled off the production
line, the Shamrock was riddled with problems. First, its 1.5 litre engine was nowhere near
powerful enough, resulting in limited performance. As well as this, due to the massive body
panels, the rear wheels couldn’t actually be removed in the event of a puncture without first
dropping the axle.

While 10,000 Shamrocks were originally due for production, only ten were ever produced and
sold. Today the car is considered something of a rarity, with only 7 or 8 still thought to exist.
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ADVERTISEMENTS

Benco Equipment

100 E. Broadway Ave, Bismarck, ND 58501
Office: 701.221.4217 ext. 5 . Fax: 701.250.5136

In February of 1990, Diane Cottingham took it upon herself
to start a business that provides personal, one-on-one help
with one of the most important decisions of some people’s
lives, finding an insurance policy that fits their individual
needs. Cottingham Insurance Agency quickly grew by
gaining a reputation for client satisfaction and a devotion to
making transitional moves as easy as possible. Now a fully
staffed agency with offices located in Bismarck and
Underwood, Cottingham Insurance remains family owned
and is dedicated to finding clients the right policy for their
specific needs.”
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ADVERTISEMENTS
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Upcoming car shows & events …
Upcoming events
Mar 4th & 5th El Zagal Dusters Car Show Civic Center
Mar 14th PAC Dinner Cruise
Mar 16th PAC Meeting

   For a complete list of events, visit www.pioneercarclub.com

Like our PIONEER AUTO CLUB  Facebook Page!
Check out Car Show Calendar North Dakota Facebook page for up to date car shows and cruise
events
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