
PAC MEMBER CAR STORY

1930 MODEL A ROADSTER
By Rick & Kathy Setterlund

I was looking for a Model A for months on EBay and could never
get the bid when a car came up for sale.  One morning Steve
Ellefson called me while I was in a meeting at work and told me
about a Model A on EBay that was a “Buy Now” but by the time I
looked into it, it was already marked “SOLD”.  A week later, I was
on EBay again and saw the same car and so I contacted the owner
and he said the previous buyer fell through!  I said I would buy it
and sent him a down payment to hold it until I could figure out a

way to get the car from Dardanelle, Arkansas to Mandan.  This was in November and the roads
were snowy and icy. Kathy and I really didn’t feel it was a good idea to drive to Arkansas and
trailer the car home so we decided to have the car
delivered.  Our ‘new to us’ 1932 Model A Roadster arrived
at our front door on a cold and snowy November 23, 2010.
The delivery man from Arkansas helped us get the car off
the enclosed trailer and into the garage with a lawn tractor
because the car was not running at the time.  It didn’t take
much to get it running, however, and by the next week, we
took a family Christmas picture with the car.

One day, after a couple years of driving the Roadster, I was draining the antifreeze and noticed
oil floating on top of the antifreeze and knew there was a problem.  I tore the engine down and
had it sprawled over the garage floor and invited some of my Model A owner friends over and
asked them what I should do.  One of the guys said he happened to have an engine he had just
rebuilt and he said he would trade my old engine (plus some cash) for his engine.  We drove to
SD to pick up the engine on a Friday and by Sunday evening the engine and transmission was in
the Model A ready to go again.  Other than some new tires, a new gas gauge and general
maintenance, this has been a great car!

We have driven this fun car in many parades, taken it to
Wisconsin for a Model A tour, went on the Motor to
Medora run several times, given many rides at the Corn
Festival at Buckstop Junction and last year the Model A was
in a movie with other old cars!  We have enjoyed this car
for many years and hopefully many more to come!

Note:  We would LOVE to hear your ‘car story’ … please submit your story to Don Roloff at rolnon@bis.midco.net
and we will publish it in the newsletter as soon as we are able!
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