PIONEER AUTO CLUB NEWSLETTER
THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

NOVEMBER 2022
Volume 14 Issue 11
PRESIDENT
Don & Diana Roloff
3005 Deer Lodge Dr
Bismarck, ND 58504
701-471-8861
rolnon@bis.midco.net
VICE PRESIDENT
Mark & Laura Engwicht
2530 97th Ave NE
Bismarck, ND 58503
701-250-9072 home
701-400-4103 cell
lengwicht@yahoo.com
SECRETARY
Laura Engwicht
info@pioneercarclub.com
TREASURER
Steve & Jo Ellefson
4320 East Roundup
Bismarck, ND 58503
701-220-6818 cell
sjellefson@bis.midco.net
COMMUNICATIONS
COMMITTEE
info@pioneercarclub.com

October is the month when great decisions are made. This monthly meeting is
when a new slate of officers will be voted in. The Grand Master of the vote, Joe
LaFave and his dedicated committee, searched through the PAC membership to
identify who would provide the leadership for the following year’s many events
and fun times. Who would the executive committee be? The meeting began and
the business of the PAC was conducted. We could sense anticipation in the
crowd. We had a strong showing of membership at the Elks Club. Then, the time
came for the Grand Master’s announcement of the officer selections. The
President asked three times if there were any candidates from the floor. The
crowd went silent…and that’s how it stayed. No takers from the floor. A vote
from the floor stated that nominations cease and advance a vote for the slate of
officers as recommended. The vote was taken. A unanimous vote accepted the
slate of officers. The Grand Master LaFave stood with pride as he engineered the
perfect railroad job in this year’s election. The officers are as follows: President,
Don Roloff; Vice President, Mark Engwicht, Secretary, Laura Engwicht; Treasurer,
Steve and Jo Ellefson; Sergeant at Arms, Ron Pickar, who no longer needs to bring
a single bullet in his shirt pocket to any of the meetings.
The big story is the December 15 Christmas Party. We have a new venue, the
Ramada Bismarck Hotel, 1400 East Interchange Avenue, Bismarck, ND. The
Ramada will provide a sit-down dinner. Three menu selections will be offered.
The selections are: Beef Pot Roast Dinner, Roast Turkey & Dressing or Stuffed
Chicken Breast. All meals are served with rolls, salad, potato, vegetables, dessert,
coffee and water. The cost of the meal is $25.00 for this upscale event. We will
hold a silent auction. Please bring items. The Steve Harmon Band will entertain
us through the evening.
Car Stories are needed for the Virtual Car Show (VCS). Please consider putting
your car memories on paper. Send in car pics to Don Roloff to be added to the
VCS as well.

SERGEANT AT ARMS
Ron Pickar
pickarron@yahoo.com

The Slow Car Breakfast group was looking for a new name. The new name as
discussed at the meeting seems to be the BLT Drive (Breakfast, Lunch Together
Drive). Sounds better using initials. The next Breakfast location will be at Fried’s
Restaurant in Mandan. Anyone is welcome to join us. We usually start at 9:00 am
from Buckstop Junction.

BUCKSTOP JUNCTION
John Des Roches
john.r.desroches@emcins.c
om

The November 8th Dinner Cruise is at Station West, Mandan. Meet at Arby’s
North at 5:30 pm. Next meeting on November 17 will be held at Dennis and Byrdi
Naasz’s, 4123 Bayport Place SE, Mandan. Birdie will surprise us with a great fair
so come early.

Pioneer Auto Club
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Drive-In Banks were established so most of the cars today could see their real
owners!!

MINUTES - October 20, 2022
Greetings, welcome any new members and guests.
A. Greeting, welcome to the Business Meeting
B. Secretary’s Report: Laura Engwicht as printed in the newsletter 1st by Pat
Fricke 2nd by David Schmitz
C. Treasurer’s Report: Reported by Steve Ellefson 1st by Ron Pickar 2nd by Joe
LaFave passed
D. Committee Reports
1. Buckstop Junction: John Des Roches Not there to report anything
2. Communications: Please look at our Website, Facebook page, and ND Car Show Facebook page for car
shows.
3. Buggies-n-Blues Pat Fricke it’s going to be bigger than last year.
Old Business
1. Virtual Car Show Update - Kathy will update it every quarter so get your pictures and stories into her.
2. Please put your stories down on paper so we can print them in the Newsletter.
New Business
1. Christmas Party is Dec 15th. This year it will be at the Ramada 1400 East Interchange Ave, Bismarck.
5:30pm social hour, bring items for Chinese Auction.
6:30pm dinner with Steve Harmon Band
Laura made a motion for supper to be $25 per member. Tom 2nd and passed
Jolene made a motion for $150 to be spent for Chinese Auction, Byrdi 2nd, & it passed
RSVP is below and needs to be paid and sent in by Dec 1st. You can send in your $20 dues at the same
time.
2. Looking ahead: Suggestions for 2023 events.
3. Election of Officers
Don Roloff for President, Mark Engwicht for Vice President, Laura Engwicht for Secretary, Steve Ellefson
for Treasurer, & Ron Pickar for Sergeant of Arms. Joe LaFave made a motion to vote by unanimous
ballot. Bill Schwehr 2nd. All Passed
4. Dinner Cruise November 8th to Station West in Mandan. Leave Arby’s at 5:30pm.
5. Slow Car Breakfast Tuesday November 15th Drive your Model A, T, or any other car. Meet at either
Buckstop Junction Gate at 9:00 or Burger King Main Street Mandan at 9:20. Traveling to Frieds
Restaurant Mandan. Come join the breakfast and coffee party. Add it to your Fall Fun Calendar!
6. The November 17th meeting will be at Dennis & Byrdi Naasz 4123 Bayport Place Southeast, Mandan.
They will be making some food starting at 6pm.
Meeting adjourned at 7:30pm, 1st by Tom Freidt 2nd by Kevin Schatz

—----------------------------------------------------------------PIONEER AUTO CLUB MERCH FOR SALE
We have Pioneer Auto Club merchandise for sale. If interested contact Jolene or Steve
Ellefson.
Can Coolers - 2/$5.00
Car Magnet - $10.00
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PAC Magnet - $5.00
Anniversary coin - $5.00

PIONEER AUTO CLUB

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Member Birthdays

Spouse Birthdays

Jay Buringrud
Larry Heinle
Ronald Hopfauf
Lloyd Klein
Dan Rouse
Gene Taix
Dan Usselman

Debbie Best
Linda Buringrud
Jolene Ellefson
Verdel Hopfauf
Glenda Klein
Rita Klemin
Leona Ressler
Lisa Rouse
Sue Schmidt

Anniversaries
Craig/Cindy DeGree
Larry/Audrey Heinle
Blair/Nancy Ihmels
Cliff/Pat Lieske

PAC NEWS
DINNER CRUISE NIGHT - Second Tuesday each month
Our next dinner cruise will be Tuesday, November 8th. We will leave promptly at 5:30 p.m. from the North
Arby’s parking lot and head to Station West Bar & Grill, 412 W. Main Street in Mandan.

—----------------------------------------------------------------PAC BLT (Breakfast Lunch Together) - Third Tuesday each month
The next breakfast run is planned for Tuesday, November 15th. Drive your Model A, T, or any other car. Meet
at either Buckstop Junction Gate at 9:00 a.m. or Burger King on Main Street in Mandan at 9:20 a.m. We will be
traveling to Fried’s Family Restaurant, 1010 Boundary Rd NW in Mandan. Come join the breakfast and coffee
party. Add it to your summer fun calendar.

—----------------------------------------------------------------PAC MEETING- Third Thursday each month
Next PAC meeting will be held November 17, 2022 at the Dennis & Byrdi Naasz home. Their address is: 4123
Bayport Place SE, Mandan. Byrdi and Dennis will serve food at 6:00 p.m., meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.

------------------------------------------------------------------UPDATED PIONEER AUTO CLUB WEBSITE!!
It’s here!! Our website has a whole new look and it looks fabulous!! Kari Zimmerman and
Jolene Ellefson have worked very hard to get the website up and running so go take a peek at
www.pioneerautoclub.com. Check out the Newsletters, Pictures, Car Stories and Events!
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Northern Tour Ending Route
The Northern Tour at Minot was a great success that ended with a banquet and awards where Dave and
Linda Schmitz received two awards. The tours ending route on Sunday took us to Rugby on Sunday
morning. Rugby is known as the geographic center of North America with a monument dedicated to the
Geographic North. The monument itself stands 21 feet high with a six-foot base. Note the PAC cars by the
monument. Perfect for a photo opp!
Near the Center Monument, the Northern Lights Tower is located honoring the Aurora
Borealis, fascinating lights that dance through the northern sky.
The Prairie Village and Museum is another gem of the prairie. There are 23 historic buildings and exhibit halls.
The exhibits include the story about Clifford Thompson, the world’s tallest man, a unique “O” scale train set, a
Victorian Dress, era tractors, cars, trucks, and farm equipment as well as numerous
Native American items. This is a must-see museum in the center of our state.
We also included the Niewoehner Bell Tower. This 30-foot bell tower contains 15 bells. The bells range from
40-inch diameter to 16 inches in diameter. The bells are rung with a simple cable on each bell. Niewoehner
purchased these bells at auctions, antique shops and private parties. There are about four tons of bells
housed in the steel tower. The sound can be heard for miles. A lunch at the Coffee Cottage Café prepared
us for the trip home. Thanks to Linda and Dave for another interesting day. Sunday was a sunny day making
the drive home pleasant. Not to worry, we did make an ice cream stop!

------------------------------------------------------------------RSVP 2023 Pioneer Auto Club

Christmas Party

WHEN:

Thursday, December 15, 2022

TIME:

5:30pm social hour, bring items for Chinese Auction.
6:30pm dinner with Steve Harmon Band

WHERE:

Ramada by Wyndham, 1400 E Interchange Ave, Bismarck, ND 58501

Please pick one meal choice per person attending. Cost is $25.00/person.
CHOICE #1: Beef Pot Roast (sliced beef served with au jus)
CHOICE #2: Roast Turkey & Dressing (with homemade gravy and mashed potatoes)
CHOICE#3: Stuffed Chicken Breast (marinated chicken is stuffed with bread dressing and served with
chicken supreme sauce)
All meals are served with rolls, salad, potato, vegetables, dessert, coffee and water

NAME: _______________________________________________ CHOICE # _____________
NAME: _______________________________________________ CHOICE# ______________
Cut at dotted line and mail this RSVP/FOOD CHOICE along with check for meal to: Steve & Jo Ellefson, 4320 E
Roundup Rd, Bismarck, ND 58503. RSVP no later than December 1, 2022.
You may also send in your $20.00 dues for 2023 along with your Christmas RSVP!
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PAC MEMBER CAR STORY
1930 MODEL A ROADSTER
By Rick & Kathy Setterlund

I was looking for a Model A for months on EBay and could never
get the bid when a car came up for sale. One morning Steve
Ellefson called me while I was in a meeting at work and told me
about a Model A on EBay that was a “Buy Now” but by the time I
looked into it, it was already marked “SOLD”. A week later, I was
on EBay again and saw the same car and so I contacted the owner
and he said the previous buyer fell through! I said I would buy it
and sent him a down payment to hold it until I could figure out a
way to get the car from Dardanelle, Arkansas to Mandan. This was in November and the roads
were snowy and icy. Kathy and I really didn’t feel it was a good idea to drive to Arkansas and
trailer the car home so we decided to have the car
delivered. Our ‘new to us’ 1932 Model A Roadster arrived
at our front door on a cold and snowy November 23, 2010.
The delivery man from Arkansas helped us get the car off
the enclosed trailer and into the garage with a lawn tractor
because the car was not running at the time. It didn’t take
much to get it running, however, and by the next week, we
took a family Christmas picture with the car.
One day, after a couple years of driving the Roadster, I was draining the antifreeze and noticed
oil floating on top of the antifreeze and knew there was a problem. I tore the engine down and
had it sprawled over the garage floor and invited some of my Model A owner friends over and
asked them what I should do. One of the guys said he happened to have an engine he had just
rebuilt and he said he would trade my old engine (plus some cash) for his engine. We drove to
SD to pick up the engine on a Friday and by Sunday evening the engine and transmission was in
the Model A ready to go again. Other than some new tires, a new gas gauge and general
maintenance, this has been a great car!
We have driven this fun car in many parades, taken it to
Wisconsin for a Model A tour, went on the Motor to
Medora run several times, given many rides at the Corn
Festival at Buckstop Junction and last year the Model A was
in a movie with other old cars! We have enjoyed this car
for many years and hopefully many more to come!

Note: We would LOVE to hear your ‘car story’ … please submit your story to Don Roloff at rolnon@bis.midco.net
and we will publish it in the newsletter as soon as we are able!
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ADVERTISEMENTS
Benco Equipment

100 E. Broadway Ave, Bismarck, ND 58501
Office: 701.221.4217 ext. 5 . Fax: 701.250.5136

In February of 1990, Diane Cottingham took it upon herself
to start a business that provides personal, one-on-one help
with one of the most important decisions of some people’s
lives, finding an insurance policy that fits their individual
needs. Cottingham Insurance Agency quickly grew by
gaining a reputation for client satisfaction and a devotion to
making transitional moves as easy as possible. Now a fully
staffed agency with offices located in Bismarck and
Underwood, Cottingham Insurance remains family owned
and is dedicated to finding clients the right policy for their
specific needs.”
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ADVERTISEMENTS
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Upcoming car shows & events …
Upcoming events
Nov 8th PAC Dinner Cruise
Nov 15th Slow Breakfast BLT
Nov 17th PAC Meeting
Dec 15th Christmas Party

For a complete list of events, visit www.pioneercarclub.com
Like our PIONEER AUTO CLUB Facebook Page!
Check out Car Show Calendar North Dakota Facebook page for up to date car shows and cruise
events
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