PIONEER AUTO CLUB NEWSLETTER
THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER
In late summer of 1982, Curtis Graf told Tom McRae about an event that would
surely be one of the greatest marvels in automotive history. “It’s something called
the Great American Race from L.A. to Indy for $250,000 in prize money!” Graf
explained. It was open only to pre-World War II vehicles, making it a grand
challenge.
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McRae and Graf signed up for the long-distance journey, but as it turns out, they
were the only entrants. Tom McRae bought out the original promoter and began
his version of the Great Race in 1983. The result involved 69 brave antique auto
enthusiasts who arrived at Knott’s Berry Farm, near Los Angeles, California for
the departure and beginning of the inaugural Great Race. At that time, participants
paid a $5,000 entry fee, which put them in the hunt for the $250,000 purse
The Great Race is a classic rally for street-legal vintage automobiles at least 45
years old. Vehicles must use original factory parts, and modern navigational aids
are prohibited. This is a precision pace race, not a high-speed race. Points are
awarded on the accuracy of a driver and navigator to match a time and average
speed over a predetermined course.
The Pioneer Auto Club will be participating as spectators in the 2022 Great Race
which begins in Warwick, Rhode Island and crosses the finish line in Fargo, ND,
at the old Ford Manufacturing Plant, June 26. Details are in previous PAC
Newsletters.
We thank Jennifer Farley for hosting the April meeting at DaWise-Perry Funeral
Services. We had 32 members attending.
The May meeting will be at Buckstop Junction at the Buckstop Hotel. The PAC
Website has many new features, navigation is easy and much of the historical
information is now accessible on the site. Jo Ellefson will provide the training at
6:30 pm prior to the meeting.
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The big story is the PAC’s 45th year celebration. We will host the event at the
Hollyhock Gas Station, Buckstop Junction. We are planning the big event with
food, cars, stories, games of old, etc. Stay tuned for details.
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The Highway 83 Northern Tour is well in hand with the very capable Linda and
Dave travel team. This will be an overnight event in early September
encompassing stops along Hwy 83, food stops, ice cream stop, Minot overnight,
travels to Rugby and much more. Stay tuned.

Pioneer Auto Club

www.pioneercarclub.com

It’s shaping up to be a very busy summer with car shows, dinner cruises, and main
street cruises, so keep your calendars up to date!

MINUTES - March 17, 2022
Greetings, welcome any new members and guests.
A. Recognition - Don Roloff Don gave Mark Engwicht, Laura Engwicht,
Kathy Setterlund, & Pat Fricke a membership appreciation.
B. Secretary’s Report: Laura Engwicht as printed in the newsletter 1st by Pat
Fricke, 2nd by Joe LaFave passed
C. Treasurer’s Report: Reported by Don Roloff that Steve Ellefson sent
Accepted 1st by Rick Setterlund 2nd by Dave Schmitz passed
Committee Reports
1. Buckstop Junction: John DesRoches not there to report
2. Historical Corner Committee: Pat Fricke has been scanning stuff and Jo and Kathy have been putting it
on the website. Check it out lots of pictures on the new website
3. Buggies and Blues: Pat Fricke not much change they are having a big band on saturday.
4. Communications: Please look at our Facebook page and ND Car Show Facebook page for car shows.
Old Business
1. PAC Virtual Car Show - Send anything you would like add to Don or Laura.
2. Articles - We have 2 stories so will need more after that.
3. Eastern Car Tour is canceled for this year.
New Business
1. 2022 Great Race June 18-26, 2022 Update - Dave Owens Some of us have decided to leave
Saturday now.
We are staying at Wingate by Wyndham Fargo 701-281-9133 4429 19th Ave SW on June 26th
2. PAC Website updated and is availableJo will do training at the next meeting starting at 6:30pm in the Hotel at Buckstop.
3. Badlands Classic Car Show Medora Saturday June 25th 10am to 4pm
a. Located at Chimney Park
b. 1st place Trophy + 9 winning awards
4. McClusky Car Show August 6th - Dave Schmitz said parade at 11am car show 12pm to 4pm
5. Baptist Nursing Home this summer, Mark called and we will be there for the June 16th meeting and will
have pizza
6. Junkn’ at the Junction June 18, the PAC will have burgers, brats, & hot dogs. We will need volunteers to
help cook and service. Would like you to bring stuff to the May meeting if you are donating to the
garage sale at the garage. All proceeds go to PAC.
7. Highway 83 Northern Tour Set up committee. Dave & Linda Schmitz will arrange everything.
8. Other: PAC 45th Anniversary is this year. We are hoping to have an event on July 21st.
9. Dinner Cruise May 10th 5:30pm going to Sportsmen in Wilton meet at Arby’s parking lot
10. The PAC meeting on May 19th will be at Buckstop Junction in the Hotel at 7:00 pm. We will be training
at 6:30pm. Thank you Jennifer and DaWise-Perry Funeral Home for hosting the meeting.
Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm, 1st by Micheal Farley 2nd by Ron Pickar

___________________________________________________________________
THANK YOU FROM RICK SETTERLUND
Thank you so much for the meat and cheese platter and bags of popcorn you so thoughtfully
gave me as a recovery gift from my recent knee surgery. I am doing really well and hope
to be fishing, camping, and enjoying ND summer activities soon!!
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Member Birthdays

Spouse Birthdays

John Boyce
Mark Engwicht
Dale Helbling
Blair Ihmels
Jim Ressler
Dal Yanke

Connie Backstrand
Cherie Freidt
Phyllis Larson
Linda Ohlsen
Linda Schmitz
Mary Schwehr
Kari Zimmerman

Anniversaries
Chris/Donna Frey
Lloyd/Glenda Klein
Mike/Karen Lalonde
Larry/Phyllis Larson
Jim/Leona Ressler
Kevin/Cindy Schatz
Jake/Sue Schmidt
Marvin/Mary Schwehr
Marc/Esther Sundquist

PAC NEWS
DINNER CRUISE NIGHT - Second Tuesday of each month
Join us May 10th for our next dinner cruise! We’re meeting at 5:30 in the Arby’s
parking lot and are headed to the Sportsman Bar and Grill in Wilton. We’re hoping it’s
nice enough to get those classic cars out for a drive!!

APRIL DINNER CRUISE
The highlight of the April dinner cruise to the Rockin
50’s Cafe was getting together to celebrate Carol
Fricke’s birthday! It’s not polite to ask a girl’s age, but
there were sure a heck of a lot of candles on those
delicious chocolate brownies!! Many of us dressed in
our classic automobile era clothes and were lucky to be
able to meet before the apocalyptic blizzard of 2022 hit
the next day!! Thanks for having a birthday Carol …
your party was ‘rockin’!
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PAC MEMBER CAR STORY
1966 PONTIAC GTO CONVERTIBLE
by Joe LaFave

This car is a 1966
Pontiac GTO
convertible, 389
auto transmission.

The GTO was purchased in Denver by
Earl & Marge Larson (hense M&E on the
license plate).
John Birkholz assisted me in getting the
GTO home from Denver, along with a load
of used cars he was taking back for
Riverwood RV and Auto.

The only real change done to the car was
the wheels were swapped for period
correct rally wheels and redline tires in
place of the spoked hubcaps.
The only incident since restored was
when my Granddaughter, Skyler, hit a
pheasant on the way to Rusty’s for a car
club dinner cruise (no damage done)! I
think everyone who was witness to this
had a photo taken with the pheasant!

In 2001 we started restoration. All body
work and paint was done by Mike Doll
which at the time was doing business as
Northland Auto Restoration.
Skylar is driving across the stage at the
Medora Musical. Earlier that day, the
GTO took 1st place in its category at the
2019 Medora car show.

Donna and I did any upholstery work
that needed to be done. Gerald
Meidinger of Napa in Mandan along with
his two sons, helped completely rebuild
the original 389 engine. Ryan Loraas had
a friend of his completely rebuild the
transmission.

Note: We would LOVE to hear your ‘car story’ … please submit your story to Don Roloff at rolnon@bis.midco.net
and we will publish it in the newsletter as soon as we are able!
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PAC HISTORICAL CORNER
PAC HISTORICAL CORNER
Excerpts from May 1987
Greetings from your pen pal. At the last meeting of the
food old boys, held at Dan Dietz’s garage due to the
cold weather, many items were cussed and
discussed. First of all, the recent car show was
hashed over. For everyone’s information, out of the
some 90 entries, 29 cars and pedal cars were entered
by members of the Pioneer Auto Club. It sounds as if
the show didn’t make any money, but we all agree that
we hope for another show next year. It was a very
good mix of both Antique, Collectable, and Modified
cars, and gave those of us who are into primarily
Antiques somewhere close to home to go with our
cars for a show…something the World of Wheels
doesn’t provide.
Dale is to be commended for doing a good job with
the show. In regard to Model T extravaganza, it was
great fun with our best time being around 4:50 as I
recall. It's things like this that keep a club like ours going, and provides the membership something to
do other than just show up for a pizza party once or twice a year.
A motion was passed to put together enough parts to do the Model T thing again in the future. Any
parts that are needed will either be contributed by the club membership or will be purchased by the
club on a voice vote at a meeting. Thanks to John Bergen for letting us destroy his Model T a dozen
times, and thanks to Steve Ellefson for his “ramrodding” the entire event. We had VCR Tapes at the
meeting of the entire show, plus the Model T event.
On another matter, the Great NoDak Model T Rally is scheduled for 8/22/87. Rules are being
prepared following Montana’s guidelines, and will be ready for distribution at the next meeting. The
Rally is open to anyone with a Model T, and will go from the K-Mart parking lot to Garrison. An
overnight is planned with fun camping, boating, booze and debauchery. The club will pop for a keg
and trophies.
An official T-Shirt design is being prepared by Dale to be approved by the club and Dan will
coordinate something, but I don’t remember what. (It was a long meeting with lottsa beer, so I can’t
remember everything). Anyway, for complete information on the Model T rally, and rules, contact John
Bergan. He knows all, sees all, and tells everything!
John, Da, Sec.
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ADVERTISEMENTS
Benco Equipment

100 E. Broadway Ave, Bismarck, ND 58501
Office: 701.221.4217 ext. 5 . Fax: 701.250.5136

In February of 1990, Diane Cottingham took it upon herself
to start a business that provides personal, one-on-one help
with one of the most important decisions of some people’s
lives, finding an insurance policy that fits their individual
needs. Cottingham Insurance Agency quickly grew by
gaining a reputation for client satisfaction and a devotion to
making transitional moves as easy as possible. Now a fully
staffed agency with offices located in Bismarck and
Underwood, Cottingham Insurance remains family owned
and is dedicated to finding clients the right policy for their
specific needs.”
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ADVERTISEMENTS

PAC NEW MEMBERS

Like our PIONEER AUTO CLUB Facebook Page!
Check out Car Show Calendar North Dakota Facebook page
for up to date car shows and cruise events
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For a complete list of events, visit www.pioneercarclub.com

Upcoming car shows & events …
Upcoming events
May 3rd Drag Main
May 10th PAC Dinner Cruise
May 17th Roughrider Car Show
May 19th PAC Meeting
June 3rd Devils Run Devils Lake
June 7th Drag Main
June 11-12th Buggies ‘n Blues
June 14th PAC Dinner Cruise
June 16th PAC Meeting
June 18th Junkin the Junction
June 26th Great Race Fargo
Aug 6th McClusky Car Show
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