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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Greetings from Diana and Don,

Diana and I had such a great time being part of the Model A caravan
to Watford City to be part of the production of “End of the Rope”.  We
found ourselves in a conversation with Rick Setterlund and Dave
Schmitz. They just happened to have information on a Model A
available in Mandan. We talked about it on the way home and
decided to give the owners a call. Dave met us to look at the Model
A. It was in excellent condition and we were hooked. We are now a
Model A owner. Thanks Dave and Rick for the help.

The Acres of Iron and Corn Fest were a success, even though it was
a hot day. The PAC sold burgers, brats and hot dogs along with cold
beverages. The Acres of Iron show had over 40 cars and recruited
eight new members. Great work!  We thank Jo and Steve Ellefson for
the After Show dinner at their home. Great food, great conversation
and great time.

The August PAC meeting included the selections of PAC cars for the
Buggies N Blues logo cars to be on the T Shirts for the 2022 car
show. Voting for the PAC cars will be held at the September meeting.
The list of nominated cars is included in this newsletter for member’s
review. Use the Virtual Car Show on the PAC website to identify the
owner with the car before you vote. Only members in attendance will
be able to vote so make sure you attend.

The fall Steak Fry will be at the “Get Away” hosted by Cherie and
Tom Freidt. Mark your calendar for September 25, 2021 for the event.
The PAC will provide and grill delicious filets. We ask members to
bring a dish to share. More information will be sent through email.

Thanks to membership for participating in the activities this year.
Great times happen when we get together.

Cruise on!
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MINUTES - August 19, 2021 6:54pm

Greetings, welcome any new members and guests.

A. Secretary’s Report: Laura Engwicht as printed in the newsletter 1st by Pat Fricke, 2nd by
Kevin Schatz passed

B. Treasurer’s Report: Reported by Steve Ellefson Accepted 1st by Pat Fricke
2nd Ron Pickar passed

Steve made a motion to give Buckstop $200. Joe LaFave 1st Rick Setterlund 2nd and passed
Committee Reports

1. Buckstop Junction: John DesRoches not much happening. Applefest in Sept and Santa Hayride in Dec.
2. Communications:   Please look at our Facebook page and ND Car Show Facebook page for car shows.

Old Business
1. Acres of Iron August 15 Report: Ron Pickar and Kathy Setterlund: It went well and had 41 cars.
2. Eastern Tour - July 30 Report: Steve & Jo Ellefson: Went well and will do again next year.
3. PAC Virtual Car Show - How to update- Send anything you would like added to Don or Laura.
4. Articles August - Harold, Sept - Steve, Oct - Jackie Dockter, Nov Diana Roloff
5. We bought a new PA system and it works pretty good for the meeting and the car show.
6. We did buy more magnets to go on your cars. They look just like the PAC logo. If you would like to buy some they

are $10 a piece. Call Jolene Ellefson at 701-391-0578
7. Dinner Cruises scheduled Tuesday Sept 14th 5:30pm between Arbys & McDonalds. We will go to Flash’s in

Sterling.
New Business

1. “End of the Rope” Movie - Daniel Bielinski contacted us. A few of the members went out to Watford City to be part
of it.

2. Model A Day Report - Micheal Farley - Sept 11th making plans more to come.
3. Steak Run  Sept 25th We will get together at the Getaway and play games.
4. Elections committee. Joe LaFave 701-226-0678, Micheal Farley, & Dave Owns will be the committee if you would

like to run for an officer let them know.
5. Selection of PAC Cars for the Buggies n Blues 2022 TShirt logo.  Have a few to vote for.
6. The PAC meeting on Sep 16th will be at Buckstop Junction at 7:00 pm. We will be serving hamburgers and hot

dogs.
Meeting adjourned at 8:03pm 1st by Kevin Schatz and 2nd by Ron Pickar

___________________________________________________________
BUGGIES ‘N BLUES T-SHIRT NOMINATIONS
Below are the nominations for the Buggies ‘n Blues t-shirt logo.  We will vote at the September meeting. The yellow
highlight is pre-war (1943 and earlier) and the green highlight is post-war (1944 and after).  Most cars can be viewed on
the virtual car show, either on our FaceBook page or on the website.

Steve & Jolene Ellefson - 1932 Ford Deluxe Phaeton John Baepple - 2004 Ford Thunderbird

Dave & Linda Schmitz - 1934 Plymouth Coupe Mark & Laura Engwicht - 1957 Studebaker Silverhawk

Wayne Martineson - 1936 Buick 3 Window Coupe Harold Zimmerman - 1968 Plymouth GTX

Sam Wangler - 1953 Mercury Chris & Donna Frey - 1955 Ford Crown Victoria

Mark & Laura Engwicht - 1967 Pontiac Firebird Todd Erickson - 1962 Ford Starliner

Dave & Linda Schmitz - 1956 Chevy Pickup
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES - SEPTEMBER

Member Birthdays
Kevin Schatz
Austin Engwicht
Wayne Martineson
Skyler LaFave
Carl Copeland
Larry Larson
Stan (Bubba) Vitez

Spouse Birthdays
Betty Baepple
Jan Pickar
Cindy DeGree

Anniversaries
Larry & Betty Falkenstein
Larry & Rita Klemin
Greg & Valerie Schuchard
John & Betty Baepple
Dennis & Veronica Erhardt
Steve & Jolene Ellefson
Dave & Linda Schmitz

PAC NEWS

CRUISE NIGHT - Second Tuesday of each month
The Pioneer Auto Club cruised to
The Crossroads Bar & Grill in
Center on August 10. We were all
seated on the 2nd floor of the
restaurant and we think it was one
of the largest turnouts yet!  It was
a great night for cruising and the
food was delicious … I think
we’ll be back!

___________________________________________________________

END OF THE ROPE MOVIE

August 18th saw six PAC Model A’s trailered to Watford City to be part of the filming of the “End of the Rope”. The movie
is based on a real-life event that occurred in Schafer, ND when a sociopathic hired hand murders an entire family of six,
the town of Schafer, rises up to take justice into their own hands.
Based on the true story of the infamous Charles Bannon case of
1931.

The six Model A’s and the twelve of us that participated were in a
support role for the filming. We were instructed by staff to fill out
consent forms, assess era appropriate clothing and pictures of us as
supporting cast were taken. Our stage names were “driver” or “car
driver”. Very creative.

There were a total of 25 Model
A’s and Model T’s that drove
thirteen miles into the prairie
near Watford City. Our role was to recreate the scene where 75 Schafer towns
people took Bannon to the creek bridge where the last legal lynching in ND took
place. Cameras were staged along the dusty road capturing our way to the bridge.
Our efforts met with success. We did it in ONE take! It was a night scene so we
had to rely on the headlights of the Model A’s. It took some getting used to the dim
lights that the cars emitted. The movie will be released in the fall of 2022.
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PAC NEWS - cont.

EASTERN TOUR
Steve and Jolene Ellefson led us on the
‘Eastern Tour’ adventure.  A total of 23
PAC members left from the Oasis Truck
stop on Friday, July 30th.

We traveled to the Springs Golf Course in
Gwinner, ND for lunch and then traveled
back in time as we spent the afternoon
touring the Sargent County Museum in
Forman ND.  From the museum, we
headed to our final destination for the day,
the Dakota Magic Casino.

After breakfast the next morning, we drove to the Bagg Bonanza Farm near
Hankinson, ND.  The tour was very informative on how large farms existed back in the
day! Fun fact, when the men were called to breakfast each morning, they had 7

minutes to eat without talking.  If you were caught
talking, you were fired on the spot!

Our next stop was a pizza lunch at the Bear Creek
Winery in Fargo.  Our host led us around his
wonderful property and we were able to do a little
wine tasting too!  For dessert, we drove through
Fargo to Moorhead, MN to the Dairy Queen and
home of the first dilly bar!

We then drove a couple miles down the road to
the Hjemkomst Center in Moorhead.  We toured
the museum and viewed a movie on the
making/history of the large viking ship that sailed
from Duluth to Norway. While there, we also
toured the Moorhead Stave Church. Our final
destination was the Holiday Inn in Fargo.  Whew
… what a fun day!!

But wait, there’s more … The next morning, we
traveled to the Oscar Zero Minuteman Missile Site

in Cooperstown, ND.  Again, we traveled back in time as
we toured the site just as it looked in July 1997 when the
site was inactivated.  After lunch at the Coachman
Restaurant in Cooperstown, we all headed for home.
This was such a fun weekend and we hope to do it again
next year!
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PAC MEMBER CAR STORY - Steve Ellefson

Steve Ellefson stands next to his 1967 Ford Galaxie 500 XL that he drove to his
first and last day of work. Everyone has a memory of their first day of work.

For Steve Ellefson, that memory is when he drove his beige, 1967 Ford Galaxie
500, to his new job as an Industrial Engineer at Clark Equipment Melrose Division,
forty-one years ago. The day was Jan. 7, 1974 when Ellefson was en-route to his
first job. “It was extremely cold out, 27 degrees below zero to be exact, and the car
even started,” he says. “At one point I remember realizing my car had been with me
throughout high school and college and then on my first day of work,” he says. “I
never thought it would be with me at the end of my career, though.”

In 1975, Ellefson ended up selling his Galaxie 500. But like an old friend, Ellefson
never lost track of it. “I realized I wanted to get it back sometime,” he says. “It was my first car.” And when the opportunity
arose several years later, Ellefson purchased it back. In the meantime, Ellefson began his position at Basin Electric as an
auditor, June 25,1984. His title was later changed to Manager of Internal Auditing. Just as his job titles changed, so did
the name of his car. “Before the car was a straight Galaxie 500, but I turned it into a better model,” he explains. “I did a
total frame-off restoration and added options, so now it’s an XL.” When Ellefson restored the car he also re-painted the
beige color, only to realize, “I just couldn’t love it,” he says. He then painted the car
“carnival red.” “It was much more eye-catching and I wanted something that would look

fast,” he says. Looking back, Ellefson recognizes
another similarity between his career and his car.
“There’s been a lot of work that went into both
and I take pride in both,” he says. Last Monday
marked Ellefson’s last day of work at Basin
Electric. He decided to end his career the same
way he started it, by driving his Galaxie 500. “I
usually keep it stored away for the winter, but I
brought it out for today’s occasion. It’s neat how
this car started out as just basic work
transportation and ended up as pleasure
transportation,” he says.

Steve starts the engine.
Ellefson looks back and waves

before leaving Headquarters one last time!

Article from from the Basin Electric monthly newsletter February 2015.

Note:  We would LOVE to hear your ‘car story’ … please submit your story to Don Roloff at rolnon@bis.midco.net
and we will publish it in the newsletter as soon as we are able!

__________________________________________________________

CORN FEED/ACRES OF IRON CAR SHOW
Thanks to all PAC members who helped with the sale of burgers, brats, and hot dogs and to those that helped with the
Acres of Iron Car Show and those that came to show support!  We have a great club because of your willingness to share
your time and talent!! We appreciate you!
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ADVERTISEMENTS

PAC NEW MEMBERS
Todd Erickson & DeLana - ‘49 Chevy Loadmaster & ‘57
Chevy 3800
Michael Fode - 1949 Chevy Loadmaster & 1957 Chevy
3800
Vern Miller - ‘78 Nova
Mark & Melva Morris - ‘56 Chevy Belair
Virgle & Elaine Murray - ‘65 Ford Pickup
Cli� & Pat Lieske 2004 T Bird

Daryl & Lori Tietz - ‘64 Merc Comet  & ‘62 Chevy C-10
Bill & Toni Winterberg - ‘65 Impala SS, ‘56 Chevy 2 dr
Sedan, & ‘73 Ford Mustang
Dal & Tracy Yanke - ‘72 Corvette, ‘78 Corvette Custom &
‘68 Camaro
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Like our PIONEER AUTO CLUB  Facebook Page!
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For a complete list of events, visit www.pioneercarclub.com

Upcoming car shows & events …
Upcoming events
Aug 1st “Celebrate My Ride” Bismarck
Aug 5th Touchmark Car Show Bismarck
Aug 7th NDSRA Motor to McClusky
Aug 10th Dinner Cruise
Aug 15th Corn Festival Bismarck
Aug 15th Acres of Iron Bismarck
Aug 21st Rods & Rock Carson
Aug 28th Annual Cruise Into Downtown Dickinson
Aug 28th Norm’s Catering BSC
Sept 11th Model T Run
Sept 12th Car Show in Taylor

Check out Car Show Calendar North Dakota Facebook page for up to date car shows and cruise events!
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