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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Hi, from Diana and Don.

The January meeting was hosted by Patti and Dave Owens. Thank you for sharing
your space and Patti for the cookies. The cookies got more attention than the
meeting!

We have hit the 90 mark for membership. That is encouraging. We also added to
our advertiser list; Northern Improvement, Centennial Collision and Benco. Kari
was able to update the Virtual Car Show (VCS) on our website,
http://www.pioneercarclub.com.  It has also been updated on our Facebook
page. If you do not have a FaceBook account, Google Facebook and enter Pioneer
Auto Club and the PAC page will come up.  If you have a FaceBook account,
search for Pioneer Auto Club, and if you have not liked our page, this is a good
time to do so!  The VCS is pinned to the top of the FaceBook page. We have 63
entries into the VCS. Good work everyone keeping the webpage and the VCS
updated. The next time to update/add a car will be April 1.

We do need to update our membership list. There are a number of phone
numbers and email addresses that are dated. Look at your own information and
let Laura Engwicht (lengwicht@yahoo.com) know what the update is.

We were invited to the Western Dakota Auto Club’s Annual Banquet in Dickinson.
We were unable to attend the event. Mark did express his thanks for all that we
do for the Medora Car Show and is getting ready for this year’s event. A few
changes are noted. They have acquired permission to stage cars in the strip mall
south of the Civic Center on Main Street. That will give more visibility. More info
to come.

It was decided to suspend dinner cruises until April for a variety of reasons. So,
February will have the Valentines Party to look forward to. Roses will once again
be handed out at the dinner.

The Eastern Tour will need to be modified. Bobcat will no longer be giving tours
to the public. So, if there are any ideas that we could add to this summer tour, let
Steve and Jo know. We can go North of the Interstate as well.

Please remember to renew your dues if you haven’t yet. Thank you

Cruise time is just around the corner!
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MINUTES - February 20, 2022

A. Greeting, welcome any new members and guests,
Ten members attended

B. Secretary Report, Don Roloff  1st Pat  2nd Kevin

C. Treasure report, Don Roloff  1st Pat  2nd Sam

D. Committees

1. Buckstop Junction:  John Des Roches, no report

2. Historical Corner Committee: Pat Fricke
3. Buggies and Blues: Pat Fricke, nothing new
4. Communications:

a. Dakota West Invitation
b. Thank You for Heater Donations-Joe Update
c. March 5-6 Bismarck Dusters Car Show in Bismarck. Require entry Fee
d. Toppers Car Show Fargo, March 26 and 27

5. Medora Car Show: Don reported Dakota West invited PAC to the annual banquet.

E. Old business
1. PAC Virtual Car Show – Don, website has been updated
2. Facebook Pioneer Auto Club, need to Google Facebook and enter Pioneer Auto Club to

find PAC page
3. Articles-Pat for February, Mark for March-New articles needed
4. Tour of Our Lady of Victory Chapel Report-Diana-Tour was outstanding and well

received by all who attended.

F. New business
1. 2022 Great Race June 18-26, 2022 Update – Dave Owens

a. Wingate by Wyndham, 4429 19th Avenue SW, Fargo. Contact Wingate at
701-281-9133 for reservations. Wingate has a large parking lot for trailer parking. Reserve your
room early if interested in this historic event.

2. Advertisement Information/Forms Update-Jolene

a. New advertisers are: Northern Improvement, Benco, Centennial Collision

3. Eastern Tour Adjustment-Steve and Jolene, Bobcat no longer give tours

4. Dinner cruise – do we want one even though we have Valentine's dinner?

a. No dinner cruises in February and March

5. Valentines Party – Feb 17 Jack's SteakHouse. 5:30 social, 6:15 order

6. March 17th Meeting Place? Check on the Elks

H. Adjourn   1st Kevin 2nd Ron
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Member Birthdays
Rollin Mehlho�
Micheal Farley
Mike Lalonde
Tom Freidt
Craig DeGree
Jeremy Rudnick

Spouse Birthdays
Mary Haas
Susan Boyce

Anniversaries
Gregory & Jackie Dockter
John & Linda Ohlsen
Dal & Tracy Yanke

PAC NEWS

CRUISE NIGHT - Second Tuesday of each month

The Lady of Victory Chapel was a “WOW” moment. Everyone was truly taken in by the beauty and detail of the
Chapel. Diana’s brother, Ken Keller and Family, donated the Chapel to St. Mary’s Central High School. The
vision was to have a Chapel that was much like the Cathedral at Noter Dame. The tour was conducted by
Charles Keller who provided the PAC with details and explanations of the many features, architectural design,
acoustics, stained-glass windows and organ demonstration.

Tuesday Cruise night will be suspended until April 2022.

VALENTINES DAY PARTY
The annual Valentine’s Day Party will be held February 17, 2022 at Jack’s Steakhouse.  Social begins at 5:30
p.m. and order food at 6:15 p.m.  Roses will once again be handed out at the dinner.
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PAC MEMBER CAR STORY

Pat & Carol Fricke - 1940 Buick Special

The story of my car started way before I went to see a car in Flasher, North Dakota.  I had restored a 1956
Chevrolet Model 3100 pickup several years before.  My good friend, Ed Movchan, had
been encouraging me to consider building a street rod for some time but I had
resisted as I knew how much time it would take to build a car I would be satisfied with
and be proud to drive.    I could tell I was weakening when I started describing what
kind of street rod I would like.  It would have to be a car with plenty of space for my
wife and me and another couple, be equipped with all the modern conveniences we are used to, and be
able to go down the road.

An employee at my o�ce, Frank Kraft, told me about a car that was his
grandfather’s and was available.  He recalled being pulled through the snow
behind the car in the winter time when he was a small boy.  The car had just sat
idle for many years.  In July of 2002 I went to Flasher to see the 1940 Buick Special
four-door  and found that it was all there and intact.  It took quite some time to
decide to buy the car and find some shop space.  My friend was also looking at a car project so we
decided to go together and rented a shop.  On July 1, 2004 we brought the car to our shop and my
project was started.

My project started o� slowly; disassembling the car, finding the body shop, and
planning the outcome of my e�orts.  I had decided on a 1996 Cadillac Fleetwood
Brougham would be used for the drivetrain as the wheelbase (121½ inches)  was the
same as the Buick Special.  I retired September 1, 2005 so I worked on my project five
days a week, every week, for the next six years.  The donor Cadillac was acquired
and brought to the shop in December 2005. I selected Dale Speckman, owner of Dale’s Auto Restoration,
to do the welding and body work.  The top was chopped 2½ inches on May 3, 2006.  The frame was
narrowed, engine remounted , body work underway, doors and windows reworked from being chopped,
chrome parts replated, frame and chassis parts powder coated.  The body was painted by October 2009
and the car was taken to my shop for completion.

Back at my shop, I had to install the windows, body trim, grill, wire
harness including all the electrical components, wheels, and exhaust
system.  The last major component was the interior.  I selected
Stitches of Mapleton, ND to do the upholstery.  We drove the Buick to
Mapleton on September 21, 2010 and went there again November 5 to

see the progress.  My wife, Carol, helped design the upholstery and pick the materials.  On January 14,
2011 we picked up the Buick and brought it home for the last time.  The Buick has power seats, power
windows, seat belts, AM/FM radio, cruise control, and air conditioning.

My first car show was the Cabin Fever show on February  5, 2011 at Riverwood RV in
Mandan.  Since that first show, my Buick has been in many North Dakota shows.  We
drove more than 5,000 miles that first year attending NDSRA shows  as well as
Pioneer Auto Club and other non a�liated events.  The Buick has received many
awards and recognition from numerous shows.

Carol and I truly enjoy driving the 1940 Buick Special four-door street rod.  We have logged more than
15,000 miles so far and plan to put on many more.

Note:  We would LOVE to hear your ‘car story’ … please submit your story to Don Roloff at rolnon@bis.midco.net
and we will publish it in the newsletter as soon as we are able!
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PAC HISTORICAL CORNER - A HISTORY OF THE AUTOMOBILE IN ND TO 1911

Between 1898 and 1915, 31 North Dakota men built automobiles and trucks. They produced, in total, more than 45
vehicles. Most local auto-makers produced one or two vehicles and did not find the labor-intensive work to be very
profitable. However, North Dakota’s automobile manufacturers were responding to the need for vehicles that
traveled faster than horse-drawn wagons and that worked well in both rural and urban settings. North Dakota’s
automobile manufacturing industry lasted only until manufacturers with better business strategies, better
financing, and better manufacturing systems could meet the need for automobiles all over the United States.

The above information is from a book titled ‘A HISTORY OF THE AUTOMOBILE IN NORTH DAKOTA TO 1911’
written by Carl F.W. Larson, Dickson, ND. 1985.  There is also an article online at
https://www.ndstudies.gov/gr8/content/unit-iii-waves-development-1861-1920/lesson-2-making-living/topic-11-age
-automobiles that has some great information on this topic along with picture of early automobiles!
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ADVERTISEMENTS

Benco Equipment

100 E. Broadway Ave, Bismarck, ND 58501
Office: 701.221.4217 ext. 5 . Fax: 701.250.5136

In February of 1990, Diane Cottingham took it upon herself
to start a business that provides personal, one-on-one help
with one of the most important decisions of some people’s
lives, finding an insurance policy that fits their individual
needs. Cottingham Insurance Agency quickly grew by
gaining a reputation for client satisfaction and a devotion to
making transitional moves as easy as possible. Now a fully
staffed agency with offices located in Bismarck and
Underwood, Cottingham Insurance remains family owned
and is dedicated to finding clients the right policy for their
specific needs.”
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ADVERTISEMENTS

Like our PIONEER AUTO CLUB  Facebook Page!
Check out Car Show Calendar North Dakota Facebook page

for up to date car shows and cruise events

PAC NEW MEMBERS
Bernie Miller, Lincoln -’65 Ford F-150 Pickup
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For a complete list of events, visit www.pioneercarclub.com

Upcoming car shows & events …
Upcoming events

Feb 17th - Valentines Party
Mar 17th - PAC Meeting
Mar 5-6 Bismarck Dusters Car Show
Mar 26-27 Toppers Car Show Fargo
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