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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Greetings from Diana and Don,

The New Year kicked off with an exciting pizza party prior to our January
PAC meeting. Thanks to Laura and Mark for arranging the pizza. It was a
fun evening with 21 members attending. Time was given to remember our
members who passed in 2020; John Burcholz, Les Linssen and Dennis
Delzer. Reports were given, fun was made of Ron and Steve for not
attending the meeting and great anticipation was in the air for the PAC
Automotive Trivia answers and winners. Nope, Ron didn’t win! Thanks to
Mark and Steve for pulling trivia questions together.

New business indicated that we have some events to look forward to. The
PAC will be going on the annual Steak Fry Run scheduled for August 27.
The Junkin’ at the Junction scheduled for June 19 and the Corn Fest will be
August 15. A special request from McClusky for a car show combined with
their celebration may be scheduled for the second week in June. We will
discuss this further. More to come on these events. The annual audit will
once again be conducted by a CPA and former banker making this a very
legitimate process. Thanks to Pat and Kevin for conducting this year’s
audit.

The big event for February is of course the annual PAC Valentines Dinner.
We’ll be meeting at Jack’s Steak House by 6:00 pm on February 18, 2021.
Flowers for the ladies will once again be available to be handed out that
night. Les Linssen made a Valentines Dinner special one year when he
thanked Elli for doing such a good job in cleaning the white sidewalls on his
Chevy since he wasn’t able to bend down to do the job anymore. Very
touching. Maybe all you guys could come up with a special car related
thanks for your lady.

The evening closed with the announcement of the PAC Automotive Trivia
answers and winner. Several questions were challenged. But we held firm
and adhered to Steve Ellefson’s responses he made when answering the
Steak Run questions, “My Questions, My Answers”! One question that
caused some lively discussion related to the Studebaker Avanti being the
Fastest Car in the World in 1962. An article on the Avanti is included with
this newsletter to provide a historical perspective of an outstanding
American automotive story. Congratulations to Deb Grueneich for getting
100% on the Trivia Questions.

Enjoy the February season. Diana and I will especially enjoy February since
we will be flying to Florida to visit my cousin. We plan on being back in
March when all the snowstorms should arrive.    Cruise on!
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MINUTES – PAC  Jan 21st, 2021
Meeting was called to order at 6:57pm

Greeting, welcome any new members and guests.

A. Secretary’s Report: Laura Engwicht as printed in the newsletter 1st by Wayne Martineson 2nd
Skyler LaFave

B. Treasurer’s Report: Reported by Mark Engwicht  Accepted 1st by Pat Fricke 2nd John Baepple

Committee Reports
1. Buckstop Junction: John DesRoches report on Buckstop Junction activities. Junkin at the Junction June 19th and

Corn Festival Aug 15th
2. Communications: Mayor of McClusky contacted Dave Schmitz, they wanted to know if we wanted to bring cars up

for a show they are having on June 12th. Dave will get more info on it.

Old Business
1. The PAC Christmas party scheduled for Dec. 17th, was cancelled due to COVID-19 restrictions.

2. The PAC Christmas Lights Cruz scheduled for Dec. 17th, 2020 instead of Christmas Party. Met at Kmart parking

lot. Nightlife Limousine had a scheduled route that PAC cars followed. Crus lasted about 90 minutes.

Approximately 20 cars participated.

3. A virtual Auto Trivia was conducted starting the last week in December 2020 and went for four weeks. Winner of

Auto Trivia was Deb Grueneich.

New Business

1. Annual audit of the PAC books is required. Pat and Kevin did the audit last year. Request they perform their

outstanding duties again this year. They both accepted.

2. Dinner cruises for 2021: We will start them up again in April.

3. The February PAC meeting will be included with the Valentines Day Party held at Jack’s Steak House. Meet on

February 18, 2021 at 6:00pm, we will order about 6:30pm. Mark asked for a motion to buy 2 ½ doz roses, Dave

Owens made a motion and John Baepple 2nd. It passed.

4. On May 20-23 2021, a National Model Railroad Association regional convention will be in Bismarck/Mandan. They

will be at the ND Railroad Museum on Thursday, MAy 20th. Request members of the Pioneer Auto Club bring

vehicles to have on display. PAC monthly meeting could be held at the museum. Details to come. Michael Farley

will get us more info.

5. The PAC meeting in March will be at Diana and Don Roloffs house starting at 7:00 pm.

Meeting adjourned at 7:40pm 1st by Kevin Schatz and 2nd by John Baepple

Remember to renew your yearly PAC dues!! $20/yr
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
Member Birthdays
Rollin Mehlfo�
Jeremy Rudnick
Michael Farley
Mike Lalonde
Tom Freidt
Craig DeGree
Paul Quist

Spouse Birthdays
Mary Haas
Susan Boyce

Anniversaries
Gregory & Jackie Dockter
John & Linda Ohlsen

The Studebaker Avanti is a luxury coupe manufactured and marketed by Studebaker Corporation between
June 1962 and December 1963. It was marketed as "America's only four-passenger high-performance personal
car."
The AVANTI offered safety features and high-speed performance. The fastest production car in the world upon its
introduction, a completely stock Avanti could reach over 178 mph with its supercharged 289 cubic-inch engine.
In all, it broke 29 world speed records at the Bonneville Salt Flats.
Studebaker's advertising agency provided the name Avanti which in Italian means “forward”. Avanti was publicly
introduced in conjunction with the New York International Automobile Show on April 26, 1962.
Studebaker planned to sell 20,000 Avanti in 1962 but could only build twelve hundred. Production problems with
suppliers, fit and finish resulted in delays and cancellations.
The Studebaker's factory closed in 1963 not being able to meet customer demand. Rumor had it that there were
thousands of unsold Avanti on the factory lots. The reality was that there were only five Avanti remaining when
production ended.

After Studebaker ended production at South Bend on December 20, 1963, the "Avanti" model name, tooling,
Studebaker truck production rights and parts and plant space were bought by local Studebaker dealers who
incorporated as Avanti Motor Corporation and hand-built a small number of cars.

In 1965 the AVANTI II was introduced. The Avanti II was slightly modified using a 327 cu in (5.4 L) Corvette engine.
Building one of the 1980s Avanti IIs required 10 to 12 weeks, depending on special paint or interior orders. The
last Avanti II made came off the line with a V6 Roush engine. Only one was made. The Avanti company was sold
in 1982.
Avanti II was sold in 1982 and moved to Indiana where a loan guarantee of $1.9 million was obtained as part of a
financial package to move to Indiana. Modifications were introduced to the Avanti which had not been changed
since it’s original introduction. A new convertible body style along with a new chassis and independent
suspension. Rectangular headlights and body-colored bumpers were introduced. The company declared
bankruptcy in 1986.

The company was acquired and run from 1987–1991. It was moved to Youngstown, Ohio where two-door and
convertible models were built. The 1988 Avanti II the “Silver Year” was introduced as the 25 years of Avanti. A
four-door version was introduced in 1989 of which 90 were built. The Youngstown plant closed in 1991 after
making only 405 Avanti.

The original owner repurchased the company in 1999 moving the plant to Georgia. Redesigned Avanti
automobiles were produced using Ford Mustang chassis and engines with the option of a V-6. The Avanti
company moved production to Cancun, Mexico in January of 2006. By March of that year, the company closed
floundering under the pressure of owner fraud. The factory and the showroom were emptied and sold by 2011.

The Avanti story continues through the Avanti Owners Association International. The AOAI is an active
association with nearly 2000 members worldwide and meet yearly in different cities in the US and Switzerland.
Members receive the full color quarterly “Avanti Magazine” published since the organization’s beginning in 1965.
The story continues. Various sources used for this article.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Cary & Connie Backstrand - ‘94 Chevy Cavalier
Curtis & Sandy Erickson - ‘74 Chevy Nova SS
Rollin & Barb Mehlhoff - Corvette

Like our PIONEER AUTO CLUB
Facebook Page!

For information on car shows/events around the state of
North Dakota, there’s a Facebook page called ‘Car Show

Calendar North Dakota’ … check it out!
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For a complete list of events, visit www.pioneercarclub.com

Upcoming car shows & events …
Upcoming events
Feb 18th PAC Valentine Supper
March 18th PAC Meeting
June 12th-13th Buggies-n-Blues
Aug 15th Corn Festival
Aug 15th Acres of Iron

Check out Car Show Calendar North Dakota Facebook page for up to date car shows and
cruise events!
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